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| Luna 31 Dis Maii, 1714. 
. Order dd, . 

7 T the Thanks of this H. ouſe,.. 

| be given 10 Dr. BIss E, Pres- 
4 cher at the Rolls, for the Sermon | 
| by him Preached before this. H ouſe the | 
29" Inflant,, at Ft. Margaret's Weſt- 
minſter, and that be he defired 70 Print 
the fame Aud that Sic Thomas Powel 
Mr. Jennings, «Mr. Ste phens, Mr. Lau- 
gharn, and Mr. Hunge 20 4 acquaint | 
ben with the ame. a J 


2 
Paul. Jo 1 2 4 2 V Pom Com” | 


| | Preach'd before the Honourable | 
| || Houſe of Commons, 
s AT 

3 5 . St. Margaret 74 eſtminſter, Y 


T1 On Saturday, May 29. 1714. 
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) By THOMAS BISS E, D. D 
- Preacher at the Rolls, —and Chaplain in 
þ | +- Ordinary to Her MAJESTY. mr 
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5 SAL. Ixxi. 20. 


and fore Troubles, ſhalt quicken 
me, again, and ſhalt bring me up 
again from the Depths f the 
Earth. 


a 5 ö Oc acconin to the old Tranſlation, 


0 dub great Troubles and Adverſs 


4-20 hoft thou ſhetwed me! Tet didſt 


thon return aul refreſb ine; yea, 


2 arth ain. 


of the EA 


Acknowiled gment of fore Judgments re- 
liev'd by a Succeſſion of equal Mercies, 
Sur CHURCH hath thought fit to ap. 


Tone Advetfity ſhe was revived by the bleſſed RE- 
| STORATION! | 


Great indeed were the Troubles which! God 


and no "Os was the Refreſhment he gave us, bein 
| B cmqua 


This which haft he ved me arias | 


and  broughteft me from the —_ 
Ats 8 ia ere wherein is eaatzinedd it 
ply to her own State, when after the Days of her 


bath 1 us, for they ended in our Peſtruction; 
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equal to a Reſurrection 10 he brought us from the 
Deep of the Earth again. The Body of our CON- 
STIT UTION, comprehending CHURCH and 
STATE, was utterly diſſolved by that REBELLI- 
ON: And as our mortal Body after its diſſolution, 

may (as is ſuppoſed) ſometimes paſs into the Shapes 
of Men, of Beaſts, and of Fiſhes ; ſo this CON- 


STITUTION after its deſtruction paſſed into ſe- 


veral Shapes of Religions and Governments, fome 
whereof: were partly human, others were perfect- 

monſtrous : when at length, behold ! our Na- 
tional Reſut rection was wrought by him that. rai- 


ſeth the Dead; which was declared to be his Work 


from the ſhortneſs of Time as well as greatneſs. 
of the Miracle: For in reſpect of the Time it 
might not improperly be ſaid to have been brought 
4 paſs as in a Moment, and in the Twinkling of an 
There is but one Inſtance of God's Judgments 


upon the Jewiſh Nation, that can be brought as a 


Parallel to our own Caſe, which was their Excifion 
by the CAPTIVITY, when they- lived: without 
King, without Laws, without a Temple; And 


Ezck.32-God compares their Captive State to that of dead 
22 2. 


Bones, N in the Valley disjointed and vem 
dry; and makes the reſtoring the one an equal Proof 
of his Omnipotence as the raiſing the other: For 
thus he tells the Houſe of Hrael, upon the Promiſe 


ver. 13. of their Reſtoration, Then ſhall ye know that 1 am 


the Lord, when I have brought you out of your Graves, 
_ THIS is that great Day, whereon God manife- 
ſted himſelf to be our Lord, by giving us aljo 4 
Reviving, to ſet up the Houſe of our God, and to 
repair. the Deſolat ions thereof, Wherefore This Do 1 
Fe: 3 | 8 a T4 = ) y 


juſtly claims for ever an Anniverſary Thankſgi- 
ving from the People of this Land, ſince to this 
we owe that we are 4 People. And as it requires 


a ſtanding Duty, ſo has it its ſtanding Uſes. For 


. 
* 


| theſe Things happened to our Fathers, not ſo- much for 1 Cor 0. 


their Puniſhments, which tho? juſt were but tem. 
porary, as for Enſamples to us and to our Children 
after us for ever. And as the Hiſtory of them is writ- 
ten, ſo this Commemoration of them is appointed 
for our Admonition as well as Thankſgiving, to the 
Intent that we ſhould not luſt after new. Things, which 
are evil, as our Fathers luſted; nor murmur againſt the 
preſent, as our Fathers mur mured; and were deſtroyed 
of the Deſtroyer. ee e 
Now tho? we do not preſume to ſearch into the 
deep Things of Providence, which in relation to 
Perſons, much more then of Kingdoms, are folded 
up in Darkneſs and Uncertainty; yet ſince what 
Things happened to our Fathers, were for Enſamples to 
us, and Aiboned for the Admonition of our bone! 
rity, it will not, we hope, be thought unſuitable 
to this Solemnity, nor unuſeful to our ſelves, to 
conſider what might be preſumed to be the prin- 
Cipal Intents or Deſigns of God with regaid to Us, 
when he cauſed our Fathers to paſs under ſuch 
Pow ion Revolutions. And herein we ſhall con- 
ider both the principal Intent, which God ſeemed 
to have in thoſe great and ſore Troubles, V herein he 
ſuffered our CONSTITUTION to be'dettro ed; 
and afterwards his chief Deſign in raifing it again 
at the bleſſed RESTORATION. And from this 
View of our preſent Proſperity ſet off,” by the: 
Scene o thoſe ſore Adver ſil ies, we ſhall have our 
Hearts better diſpoſed and warm'd to joln in this 
1 8 B 2 our 


A — 4 * 1 4 
bY SO II — b ; 


a) 
dS; 
'T3] 
7 
7 
45 
M 
/4 
4 
1 
* 
5 
7 
"ol 
A, 
9% 
A 


(4) 
our. great National Jubilee, in this 92 of e Foy 
unto our People. And, 


Furt, God by thoſe great and ſore Troubles fuffered 
our. CONSTITUTION to be deſtroyed to this 
Intent, that this Nation might be convinced ever 
after of the Excellency of it. 

| Secondly, God by Reſtoring it, and that in ſq mi- 
Taculous a manner, hath added his own Special ap- 
probation to it, and as it KEE ſet fo bis Seal, that 
it is good. 

Tray, God hy Reſtoring both Parts of out 
CONSTITUTION, viz, the CHURCH and 
STATE together, as they had been deſtroyed to- 
gether, hath declared to us the neceſſary Union 


And, Wa aa of the one with the other. 
An | i | 


Fir, God by thoſegreat aud ſore Troubles ſuffered 
our CON STITUTION to be deſtroyed to this 
Intent, that this Nation might be e ever 
after of the Excellency of it. 

From the firſt Accounts of this Nation, an an- 


cient Nation, we find it viſited by Civil Wars, great 


and terrible; inſomuch that as there i 15 no Part of 
our Hiſtory without the fad Relations, ſo there is 


no Part of our Country without as ſad Meouments | 


and i ulchres of our father's a Anceſtors. ” But, 
notwithſtanding theſe unnatura VELN 10 pd, the 


inferior to the Waſte of the late t 
yet never till then was dur National 118 "a 1 
Death. And the Reaſon was obvious: ; far the Sub- 


«ts never til then took vp Ar ms ou tots an) Hatred 


J3 5 4 44) 
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rodigious Effuſion of Blood in each, perhaps . ; 
? fe 
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to Kingly Government, as in its Nature but an 
injurious to the Intereſts of any People. They pe- 
ver till then roſe up againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Part of 
our CONSTITUTION, as the Work of Anti⸗ 
chriſt; nor was there ever before heard à Cry fax 
razing our Jeruſalem, as if it were Hahn, aying, 
Down with it, down with it eden to the. 2 15 
They never thought of ſharing her Revenues, not 
even in the Popiſh Times, when they would have 
been a much richer Spoll A Rebe | 

ed on theſe Principles was reſerved. for theſe latter 
Days, when our Forefathers, ungrateful for the 
bleſſed REFORMATION, forgetting what great 
Things God had done for them when he. brought 
them out of the Iron Furnace, were ſoon after deli» 
ver'd over to a diſcontented and murmuring Spirit. 
They ſunk into a Diſlike of the Reformed Church, 
and thence of the Monarchy that ſupported it; 


inferior-Degree of Uſurpation, aM in its Harne 


till upon the ſame levelling Principle both IG 


an equal Grievance, the Tranſition being natur 
from Schiſmaticks to Republicans; for one Spirit 
lives in them both. FFF 
For whatever popular ObjeQtions were taken, 
up by them againſt. the chief Governours in thoſe 
Days, ſo nearly reſembling thoſe raiſed by Coral. 


2nd his Company againſt Moſes and Aaron, yet 


in both Caſes the real Grievance was not at 
their Perſons but their Powers. The. Accufatior 


was, That they took too much upon them, ſeeing. all Numb. 
the Congregation according to their Enthuſiaſfick 16. 14. 
Divinity was holy every one ; and. by this inviſible. 


UnCtion 'of Nature as Nea an Pw! hon'c 
e 18, e 0dr SLATED ob 
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anointed with mgterial Oil, and inſtated by a pub- 


lick Inveſtiture in thoſe high Dignities. 


VP pon theſe Principles the Leaders in that RE- 


BELLION ſet up their Standard: And tis no 


Witchcraft) ſo many Perſons of Figure and Influ- 
ence in this great Kingdom, yea Prizces of the A,. 
ſembly, famous in the Congregation, Men of Renown, 
ſhould be involved; riſing gradually from Diſcon- 
tents to Complaints, from Complaints to Petitions, 


from Petitions to Remonſtrances, from Remon- 


ſtrances to Rebellion; by the Fury whereof our 
whole Polity was at length diſſolved, and the 
People conſumed, not as God threatned the Tj ae- 
lites in 4 moment, but by a lingring War, the 
higheſt Teſtimony of his great Wrath. 80 great, 


which yet were but preliminary to greater. _ 
For when that ſinful Generation had by the pre- 
tended Aſſiſtance, tho? viſible Malediction of Hea- 
ven, prevaiPd againſt.their own happy Eſtabliſh- 
ment, they went as aforetime to ſeek unto the 
Lord. And they asked of God a REPUBLICK, 


and he gave them a REPUBLICK, in his Wrath. 
And let thoſe that inherit the {ame Principles and 


Wiſhes (if ſuch there be) review what their An- 
ceſtors, thoſe dear Purchaſers of Miſery, obtain'd. 
For after they had drawn out all their hidden 
Treaſure, and had in their Zeal pluck*d off their 


very Earings, and caſt them into the REBELLION, 
that great Fire, behold ! according to their Requeſt 


there came out this Calf: And tho? they ſat down, 


4d playd about the Idol for a Time; yet when t 


it was afterwards broken down with Contempt, 
Dini. ens ground 


1 


& 


wonder, that in that Sin (which is «s the Sin of 


ſo ſore were thoſe Troubles which God ſhewed as, 
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ground to Powder , and ſtrewed upon the publick 


Streams, the Idolaters themſelves were. compelled 


deepeſt of thoſe bitter Waters. * 2 
For as to the CIVIL Change, behold ! now the 


f | Royal Scepter, which was of pare Gold, was chan- 


2 


ged into a Rod of Iron; and thoſe Subjects, who 
proteſted loudly againſt the holding up. of the one, 
muſt now without a Word bear the Bruiſes of the 
other. Together with the Royal Throne were all 
the Steps leading up to it, the gradual Orders of the 
| NOBILITY, molten down in the common Maſs, 


wounded their own Body by cutting off one Eſſen- 


tempt: And in their Retirement their Palaces were 
but Priſons of State, and their hereditary Demeſneg 
but limitary Precincts to confine them. © | {+ 
As to this HONOURABLE HOUSE (ever 
HONOURABLE. but then) which in Conjun- 


to the Throne, is the main Strength of our 
CONSTITUTION; what was it then but the in- 
famous Remains of a Body pieced up of the old 
| Veterans in Rebellion, Men accurſed, and to every 


tended ORDINANCES and preſumptuous En- 
Ggns of State, but the ſolemn Badges of Vaſſallage, 


2 


and as Pageants to adorn the Triumphs of the 
USURPER ? — _ ** 


— 


the Biſhops with all the ſubordinate Body of the 


Clergy were thruſt our of the Sanctuary; and ir 
| their ſtead Prieſts were made out of the loweſt o 
; | 5 : i 1 


* 


by the USURPER (moſt juſt in that) to drink 


The Senzte of NOBLES, which had mortally 


tial Branch, was now diſſipated with greater Com 


ction with the Nobles, and a joint Subordination 


good Work reprobatæ? And what are all their pre- 


I we look to the ECCLESI ASTICAL Change, 


id 
1 
* 
. 


7 Lite by Death, of Peace by War, o Government 


(3) 


Sam. 4.2. the People. Thos, as Lion bewaileth het State, her 


— Sons compur able to 3 Gold were ſ uceceded 
57 ety then Ger the Mort of the Potter; awh ich 


being Veſſels unadorned, and to in and nl Wiſe 


fit for the Mace aſb, male rhe Offering of the Lorh to 


4% univerſally abborred, | In a word; Mewes ver 
Man curſed with that Liberty, Which their Suc- 
ceſſors renew their Claim £6, of chuſing his Gn 
Religion and his own Prieft, - And as the People 
of Haul, when they forſodk the living? God; ran 
after Variety of Gods which wife no Gods 5.96. the 
miſerable People: of this Land, when: the} forfook 


the Eſtabliſd Form of Worſhip, heap'd't& them 
ſelves Multitude of Religions hic wert no 


Religions. 141 0 1104314 15:1 
Vnder the Load and Continuanes of theſe 5 great 
= dre Troables,- wearied with Vanities; and de torn 

Diſtractions, then this fooliſn N 41101 look'd 
Back with Anguiſh, acknowledging with Tears the 
Excellency of their ancient Government; then they 


und out the Notion of Liberty by the ſharp In- 
ſtruction of Bondage; then they knew how to va- 


lue Property, when it lay at Mercy. Thus were 


they awakened to a full Notion of their REBEL- | 
LION, when like the Men of Saccot h hey Were 
2 "with: Thorns. At that time alſo how did 


"2 


bemoan the Deſolation of this excellent 


© URCH ! They ſat ams aud wept, when 1 0 re- 


mennber d thee, O Sion. 


There is a ſtrange 3 = Topratitlide 7 
in Mankind, that the Value of all ſublunary Bleſ- 


ſings muſt be taught us by their Loſs, or by the In- 
terchange of Adverſity ; of Health by Sicknefs; of 


gy a ou 
a a. , 


by Wo 
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by Anarchy, of Allegiance by Rebellion. The So- 
vereign is, as it were, the Sun to our Political 
World: and after that dark INTERREGNUM, 
when he appear d not in many Years, and u0 ſmall 
Tempeſt lay on us, with what Rejoicing did he 
break out again at the RESTORATION ? With 
what Tranſport did we embrace the Kingly Go- 
vernment? What Demonſtrations of Joy, what 


Teſtimonies of Gratitude were there (as on this 
Day) read in every Face, heard from every Voice? 
For this National Tranſport, this univerſal ſound 


of Rejoicing was the language of Nature, whoſe 
Reaſonings the Wife cannot gainſay, whoſe Moti- 


ons the Mighty cannot reſiſt. It was meet, ſaid our 


tranſported Fathers in that Day, that me ſbauld mate 
merry and be glad; for this our Government mas dead, 
aud is alive again. 


But this univerſal Voice of Thankſgiving; which 


even Nature ſeem'd to have extorted from them, 
Inſtitution commands and Gratitude requires from 


us, who equally partake of the Bleſſing without 


any Share in the Adverſity. But then let us ſbem 
forth the Praiſe of our Deliverer, not only with qur 
Lips on this joyful Anniverſary, bt in our Lives 
by an unſhaken Loyalty. Let us learn Obedience 
to dur Sovereign by the things, which our Fathers 
ſuffer'd for their Rebellion. We have ſeen, how 
during that Series of Confuſions they try?d iche 
' | : Government thro? every Form and Shape, and 
were ſick with the Experiment. Beſides, :thoſe 
- ſeveral new Models were: the brit Elſays of their 
kind: and the Love of what, is new, or Imitation 


of vrhat is foreign, might; be pleaded, ta hays: en- 


chanted them into that pleaſing Sin of Innovation. 


C | But 


fl 
; 


” 
— K > ado 4 


RO nds, 

But what might- have the Pretence of Curioſity 
in them, would be avowed Obſtinacy in us. After 
their repeated Miſcarriage ſhould we attempt new 
Eſſays, we have no Cloal for our Sin, no Mitigation, 
no Pretence to Pity from the Nations, nor Mercy 
from the Heavens; fince many of us have ſeen with 
our Eyes, all have heard with our Ears what our 
ſuffering Fathers have told us; that the Experiment 
' muſt be made by much Fire, and the Production 
(as before) a misſhapen Idol and an Abomination. 


Having thus far took a View of the great Trou- 


| | bles and Adverſities which God had ſhewn as, and | 
| beheld the Church and Monarchy for a while ly- 


ing in the Grave, as it were forſaken of God and 
forgotten of Men, whilſt their triumphant Enemies 
trampled over their Heads, we ſhall be enabled 
with greater Joyfulneſs to behold them riſing 
again, when the Lord returned and refreſh'd them, 


and e them up from the Deep of the Earth: 


a marvelous and great Sight to us and to all Peo- 
ple, to ſee the entire Frame of our Conſtitution 
"reared up at once compatted and unifgrm ; the 
Monarchy with all its Hereditary Powers and 
Royal Luſtre; the Church with its ancient Privi- 
leges and Revenues, which had paſſed under Plun- 
der, Sequeſtration, and all the Forms of Sacrilege. 
But as the Lord will, at the general Reſtoration, 
ſay to the Sea, Give up; and to Death, Keep not bach; 
ſo as it were by his Omnipotent Command theſe 


' Deſtroyers, devouring as the Sea and greedy. as | 


Death, delivered up the ſacred Spoils of the 
CROWN and CHURCH from every Quarter. 


Nov | 


a% os 


bonne hk. et. A ok. 
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CF 
Now to prepare our Minds for a due- Senſe of 
this National Bleſſing, and to give us yet an high- 
er Value for the Excellency of Our CONSTIIT U- 
TION, let us ſee under the Second General, 


Secondly, How God himſelf by Reſtoring it, and 
that in ſo miraculous a Manner, hath given his 


on Special approbation to it, and as it were, ſet 


to his Seal, that it is good. 


litant here on Earth. 


And herein it will be neceſſary to conſider thoſe 
two great kſſentials of our CONSTITUTION, 
viz, the CHURCH and STATE, apart. And, 

1. Let us ſee how the RESTORATION was a 
ſtanding Teftimony , and as it were a Seal of 


God's Approbation to the Truth and Excellency of 


this Eſtabliſh'd CHURCH, as the pureſt and moſt 
Apoſtolical Branch of the © Catholick Church mi- 

As for the Church of Rome, when ſhe was dri- 
ven out of this Land at the REFORMATION; 
her Return was alſo ſecluded and barr'd againſt 


by the Sale and Diviſion of her Revenues among 
the People. And it is doubtleſs the ſtrongeſt of all 


human Bars, Where there are ſo many great Inte- 
reſts united againſt the Return of Topo, one 
whereof is a hetter Security than the Cry of a thou- 
ſand Voices. But when this Church was rooted out 
at the REBELLION, tlie ſame Method proved in- 
effectual, tho? ſecured by all poſſible Ways of Sale, 
Inte change, and Mixture of Eſtates, and Removal 


of Landmarks; yea, - tho thoſe who attended at 


her Crucifixion, upon the Partition of her Raiment 
rook every Man a Part, had the ſame Sword to ſe- 
cure, with which they had taken. But God ſaid, 
9 | C 2 : Let 
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Let there be a Reſtoration of my Church, azd 
it was ſo. And what was alſo the Lord's doing, 
with ſome greater Advantage than before: For 
thoſe Lay-Poſſeſſors being wiſer in their Generation, 
thoſe Robbers would not be robb'd; but reco- 
ver'd many Things, which had been ſunk by that 
ſtrange depraved Inclination in Men, and (as is 
thought) Venial ſacrilege in robbing the Church. 
So then the Extirpation of the Romiſh Religion out 
of this Land was perpetual, like that of the Canaa- 
vites; for they were rejected : Whereas the Expul- 
{ion of this Church was temporary, like the Capti- 
vity of the Jews ; for we were only puniſhed. 

On the other hand, if we compare our Church 
with the Proteſtant Churches abroad, they in ma- 
ny Parts of the Reformation almoſt approach unto 
us. And we would to God, that they were not 
only almoſt, but altogether ſuch as we are. But 
be their Conſtitutions what they will, yet in moſt 
of them EPISCOPACY. is ſtill wanting: An Or- 
der, which if eſtabli{yd: (as they allow) only by 
the Uſage of the Primitive Ages of the Church, 
ought to be reverenc'd for its Antiquity ; but if 
(as we believe) by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ought | 
ever to be retain'd for its Divine Inſtitution. 
Wherefore our National Church at ber Reforma- 
tion, rejecting only what was ſinful or ſuperflu- 
ous, and retaining what was neceſſary. and expe- 
dient, neceſſary to her Being and expedient to her 
Well-being, (“ as it was meet, right, and. ber boun- 
den Duty to do) may and, ought to be allowed as 
approaching neareſt to the Apoſtolical Pattern. of 
any Church now in the Chriſtian World. Neither 
ſhall any Nation rob as. of this Boaſting, nor | 
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the Fame of our Arms, our Learning, our Com- 
merce, or Government, any wiſe equal it. But it 
leas'd the Lord in that general Peſolatiom to, 
fuffer her to be trodden down, and this CANDL Er. 
STICK to be overturn'd which bore round ahnt 
ſo many glorious Branches. During that. dark. N: 
terval he might have choſen out in the large Cir- 
cle of the REFORMATION a Church, whgreia 
to have plac'd his holy CANDLESTICK: bye. 
pleaſed him in his adorable Goodneſs rathgr to 
rebuild this his old Tabernacle for its Reception, 
and to give it a Reſtitution, rather than a, Remô- 
val; even ſo Lord, for ſo it ſcemed good in thy Sight « 


Whether thou locking back to its Reformation, 


waſt pleaſed to remember that it way dedicate 
to thee by the Blood of thy martyr;d.Prelates, ag 
afterwards of thy martyr'd Servant, ur SOV E 
REIGN : Or whether thou looking forwards, ha 
forſeen and pre- oi dainꝰd, that this Nation, being { 
ver'd, and as it were encloſed from other Nations, 
might hereafter be the moſt ſure reſting Place for 115 
Or that extending its Secular l among 
Nations around, it might alſo recommend its 
cleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment; and by planting EPIS 
COPACY among the Proteſtant States, mi 
| 8 the Reformation where it is begun; .an 
y retaining that Eſſential, might invite the 


Catholic States to a Reformation, among 


1 . | 2 5 pong wif | 
for want of this it is chiefly condemn'd : . Os 


whether this Nation extending its Commerg 
to diſtant Regions of the Earth, might withal 
PROPAGATE the Goſpel, and {et up thy 


where it might ſhine with a 


CANDLESTICK in thoſe benighted Nations; 


— * 
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Light, before Schiſm or Superſtition take Poſſeſſion. 
Whatever glorious things God may reſerve for 
this National Church in diſtant Nations and 
Times; yet this Reſtoration of her from the 
Duſt proclaims to all, that God had a pe- 
culiar Favour unto her; in that in the Sight of 
all her Enemies and againſt their Efforts, of the 
Papiſts that had been concurring, and of the 
Proteſtants that had been conſenting unto her Death, 
ke did raiſe her again to Life in a triumphant 
manner, and we truſt, to dje no more. 

Let us now conſider the other Part of our 


narchies 
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narchies of Europe unhappily transformed into Ar- 
bitrary Governments? And what were the moſt 
flouriſhing Republicks in their Original, but im- 
perfect Forms cut off from kingly Government, the 


Eſtabliſhments of ſucceſsful Rebellion, at the firſt 
not worth, and at length too ſtrong for a Reducti- 
on? So that our MONARCHY alone remains in 
its ancient Form, as it was delivered down to us from 
our Anceſtors, being equally poized between thoſe 
Extreams of our Neighbours, between the Rigour 
of a Tyranny, and the Level of a Democracy. 
And indeed the People of this. whole Land ſeem 
to be of a Genius, that will bear neither. -For?ris 
very remarkable, how the Northern Kingdom of 
this Iſland, which had with this her Siſter Nation 


run the whole Length of the REBELLION, upon 
the Subverſion of the Monarchy would accom- 


pany her no farther ; neither could ſhe be prevaiPd 
upon (as our noble Hiſtorian, a Perſon not only the 
Glory of his Time but worthy to be had in everlaſting 


| Remembrance, informs us) when , ſhe had a fair cr. E " 

Invitation from her to become hkewiſe a Repub- vol. ut 

lick, and thus to play the Hartot alſo. And what was? 27. 
no leſs remarkable, this Nation which was at firſt fo 


fond of her new Model, in a few'Years grew fo wea- 
ry of it, ſo aſhamed of her own Workmanſhip, 


that ſhe + © petition'd to have the Monarchy ſet mid. 


| 


up again, even in the Perſon of the USURPER. 5. 40. 


But when this could not be effected, (her Pu- 


niſhments being not yet filla up) after her repea- 
ted Strugglings and aborti ve; Efforts for ſbe had nit 


Strength of herſelf to bring forth, God was pleaſed 
in his own time to reſtore he kiogly Government 
in its full Perfection, as it is eſtabliſhed at this Day, 


N 


being 
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being the only Remainder of that ancient and uni- 
verſa Government of this Weſtern Diviſion of the 
World, from which by the Permiſſion of God other 
Nat ions have ſwerv'd, and to which at his Com- 
mand they may probably return. And thus our 
-whole CONSTITUTION might be reſerved as a 
Standard Model for a general Reformation in 
the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical World. But as Haalam 
Numb. 23 ſaid of the remote Changes in 1/r acl, Alas ! who ſhall 
| 33 © love when the Lord doth this? 
But to proceed: As we have view'd the two 
great Eſſentials of our CONSTITUTION apart, 
| let us now conſider them united, which leads us to 
our Third General; namely, to ſhew 33 

N ITIubirdhy, How God by Reſtoring both the 
| CHURCH and STATE together, as they had 
been deſtroyed together, hath hereby declared the 
eſſential Congruity, Union, and Incorporation of the 
one with the other; ſo that henceforth they ought 
to be looked upon, as no more twain. 4g 
We judge not now from that Similitude which 
runs thro* the Conſtitution of each, nor from their 
Union under one Head: we judge at preſent only 
| | from Facts of their neceſſary Union, in as much, 
| 


-as that in their Fall they were not divided, ſo were 
they joined in the RESTORATION. " 


. Church, that thoſe Men who cannot ſeduce her 


- ceaſe not to accuſe her as inclined to Arbitrary 
Power, and that her Averſeneſs to Schiſm is but a 
Tendency to Superſtition. Whereas let us caſt our 
Eyes back to a late Reign, when an Arbitrary Go- 

| vernment was coming on; what Friendſhip to it, 
| vary what 
| 


my IS ond Ah pad po - Pad fanned pub 4 wank, ad tank 


It ſeems an hard Fate upon our Eſtabliſhed 
into Principles or the leaſt Thoughts of Diſloyalty, | 
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what Tendency, what Marks of Sympathy were 
found in this faithful Spouſe of Chriſt? How was 
She on the contrary diſcountenanced, diſgraced, 
impriſoned, perſecuted ; whilſt her Oppreſſors and 
Accuſers, like Herod and Pilate, were made Friends 
in that day, went openly hand in hand, mutually 
rejoicing to ſee Her (like her Lord) expoſed to the 
People, with her Hands bound and a Crown of Thorns 
. her Head? As in the ſevere Tryal of her Con- 
ſtancy under that Arbitrary Reign ſhe nent into 
Bonds and Impri ſonment, ſo in that feverer under 
the mercileſs Rebellion ſhe was faithful unto Death, 

And we cannot omit one peculiar Evidence to 


= 


prove Kingly Government no leſs inſeparable from 


the Church. For when the USURPER would 


have ſet it up alone, tho? he had ten times greater 


Power to rebuild than he had to demoliſh, and ten 
times greater Appetite to wear the Crown than he 
had to pluck it from the Head of his Sovereign ; yet 


his Policy, ſo renown'd for Succeſs in compleat Wick- 


edneſs, _—_ in this half Deſign. No; as it had 
been pluck*d down by the antecedent Ruin of the 
Church, ſo God would not permit it to be ſet 
up again but by a joint Reſtoration : 7% be a memo- 
rial to the Houſe of Iſrael for ever, that what God 
bath by ſuch manifold Teſtimonies evidently join'd 
together, no man ſhould put aſunder. 

Thus we have gone thro? our Conſiderations on 


| this Subject; and ſhall beg leave, before we cloſe, 


to make irom them theſe Obſervations. | 

I. From the nature of thoſe grect and ſore 
Troubles, viz, a Civil War within our ſelves, let 
us hence learn, not to put our National Confidence 
in any external Power: not in the Strength of our Si- 
R Eh D tuation, 


(15) 
tuation; nor, becauſe we are encompaſſed by the 
Sea, a Barrier ſtronger than the high Mountains, 


or by our Naval Force, which is ſecurer than 
both; let us therefore ſay, we ſhall ſee no evil; ſince 


| Ezek.:8. God can verify that Threatning upon our Iſrael, I 


8. will bring forth a Fire from the midſt of thee, which 
ſhall devour thee, and in thy aſbes I will lay thee before 
Kings. | | 


Our Danger is now, as it was then, and muſt 


ever be to ſo mighty a Kingdom, from and with- 
in our ſelves: and truly the Materials for Sedition | 


ſeem greater, and the Pile is mach Wood, and Incen- 
diaries run toand fro with Torches in their hands ; 
but this is our Security, all muſt come to nought, 
unleſs the breath of the Lord kindles it. 

II. From the ſecond General, viz. the Bleſſed 
RESTORATION, a Miracle ſo far beyond and 


contrary to the Power and Wiſdom of this World; 


from this Miracle let all our Political Atheiſts (thoſe 
avowed Enemies to Kingly Government) know 
aſſuredly that, notwithſtanding all their deſtructive 
Plans, there is an over-ruling Providence which 
placketh up and planteth , killeth and maketh alive, 
according to his juſt but unſearchable Judgments. 
There is in every State and every Age 4 ſinful and 
adulterous Generation of Men, that except they ſee 
Signs and Wonders, they will not believe. Now there 
cannot be given to the numerous Scoffers of this 
Nation a greater Sign, than that wondrous and 
ever memorable Work of the RESTORATION. 
The Revolutions of States, when thrown off the 


Hinges of Government, which are frequent every | 


where, are indeed Signs from Heaven, tho' of a 
leſſer Magnitude. Theſe are Demonſtrations to 
* ; Untain- 
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untainted Minds, that there is'a God above, who 
{ways all the Affairs of this inferior World with an 
irreſiſtible Hand, But that Reſtoration was a Change 
beyond all Revolutions, amounting to a Reſurre- 
tion: and thoſe mult be arrived beyond the com- 
mon Size of Infidelity, who will not be per ſuaded, tho? 
4 Nation roſe from the dead, | 

Nay God, who makes his Enemies to be his 
chief Witneſſes, and his Accuſers his Advocates, 
cauſed all human Powers, both at home and 


abroad, to conſpire for the Prevention of this 


great thing, he was about to do. From abroad 
they ſent over all the publick Aſſiſtance they 
could; and, which was more, all the ſecret Intelli- 
gence they found, perpetually adviſing the Uſurpers 
at home to watch over the ſcatter'd Adherents to 
the old Conſtitution, and by all other poſſible Me- 
thods to make the Sepalchre ſure: and the Managers 
of that time, Men of great Artifice and of too 
great Experience, made it as ſure as they could by 
Law and by Arms, by their redoubled ORDI- 
NANCES (as it were) ſealing the Stone, and by a 
ſtanding Army ſetting « Watch, But there is no 
Oppoſition to Omnipotence : No Power could ſtay 
the Hand; no Acts of Men could bar the Purpoles 
of God. And when he, at whoſe Voice every Priſon | 
muſt open, and the Gates of Hell. (tho? prevailing 
for a time) muſt be unbarred, ſent down his An- 
gel to bring this Conſtitution from the deep of the 
Earth again, all the Kyepers became as dead Men. 
But this unparallel'd Work of divine Providence 
was not deſigned fo much for the Conviction of 
ill Men, as to be Matter for the perpetual Praile 
and Admiration of the Righteous. What there- 
13 D 2 fore 
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fore remains, ſhall be to point out ſome few Re- 
marks on the Circumſtances of this great Tranſa- 
Aion, for which this Bleſſed Day ought in a pe- 


culiar manner to be much obſerved unto the Lord by 


our National Senates. | 
For was it not a foul Stain upon the Honour of 
PARLIAMENTS, that within their Walls this 
Horrid Rebellion ſhould be formed, carried on, and 
compleated ? And that their Name, Wiſdom, and 
Authority ſhould be proſtituted to ſo wicked a 
Work ? God was therefore very gracious to them, 


in giving them an Opportunity of wiping off this | 


Reproach at the RESTORATION ; wherein he 
ſuffered no other Power to inte rpoſe, neither Army 
nor Fleet, neither Inſurrection nor Invaſion; but he 
reſerved that great Work entire to the PARLIA- 
MENT, that They might be the ſole Inſtrument 


in Reſtoring what they had unhappily Deſtroyed, | | 


and make ſom̃e Atonement to the Crown whoſe 


Truſt they had miſapply d. 


But God was farther gracious to theſe National 
Aſſemblies, that as he put the Power into their 
Hands, ſo did he the Zeal into their Hearts, to vin- 
dicate their Honour by ſolemn ACTS, Recording 
to After- ages their joint Proteſtation of their Ab- 
horrence and Deteſtation againſt that traiterous 


REBELLION, with all its Train of ede merger 


Sacrilege, Murther, Robbery, and Regicide; and 


againſt all thoſe unchriſtian Principles that lead to 
it: and Enacting the Obſervation of two ſolemn 


DAYS to be kept for ever; the one of Humiliation 
to deprecate the Vengeance due to the Sin of Re- 


bellion inflamed by the Effuſion of Royal gets 
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Rights they had invaded, and to the People whoſe | 1 
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the other of Thankſgiving (as it is this Day) for 
the Bleſſing of the RESTORATION. May theſe 
Acts remain upon perpetual Record, and may 
theſe Days ſtand for ever in the Britiſß Calendar: 
and may every Britiſh Parliament in its Succeſſion, 
by obſerving theſe Statutes, and by framing new 
ones for the ſafety of that Conſtitution then Reſto- 
red, not ſuffer this fretting Leproſy to ſpread, nor 


Hlonſe, Kors 
But the Enacting the beſt Laws are not a greater 
Security to the Conſtitution, than that Reverence 
this HONOUR ABLE HOUSE hath taught Poſteri- 


ty to practiſe towards the Throne. For ſhould the 
inferior Members be encouraged again to riſe up in 
a acontemptuous manner againſt the Head, fo as in 


| 


effect to ſay, We have no need of thee, alas! what 
muſt become of the Body? - ry 
"There is an Awe which Majeſty itſelf, tho? ſo- 


litary and unadorn'd with Vertue, or even ſhaded 
with Defeats, caſts around the Perſons of Princes 


| 


as a Guard and a Glory. With what Depths of 
LoyalVeneration then ought all Subjects to approach 


the Britiſh Throne, when the Perſon fitting there- 
| on, beſides Her other princely Qualities that equal 


Her Character to any of her contemporary Princes, 


| has this peculiar Luſtre with which She outſhines 


them all, that She is allowed alſo (like the Beft of 


Her Predeceſſors) © to be the beſt Chriſtian that Cl 


& the Age, in which She lives, produceth, 


culiar Ingredient in Her Royal Character, viz. Her 


perfect Integrity in doing all things for the Publick 


| Good, without the uſual Tinctures of Ambition, 
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even the Stain of it to be ſeen upon the Walls of their 
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But we ought not to omit that other no leſs pe-! 
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about Her bed, when 


CE 


'Avarice, Revenge, or evena juſt Reſentment; refer- 


ring Her Self and Her Actions to God alone, who 
alone is the Judge of Princes and their Actions; and 
who will be jealous over his Anointed to vindicate 
Her in a publick manner from the Miſrepreſentations 
caſt upon her Government. For he is the ſame 
God, that reproved and puniſhed before all the 


Congregation thoſe envious Iſraelites, who fo- 


mented the like criminal Jealouſies againſt Meſes 
their Ruler, tho? ſo renowned likewiſe for un- 
parallel'd Meekneſs and Affe Tion towards his 
People. For, ſaith God, My Servant Moſes is not 
fo: he is faithful in all my Houſe, Wherefore then 
were ye not afraid to ſpeak againſt my Servant Maſes? 
And the Anger of the Lord was kinaled agæinſt them. 
And we cannot but believe, that God having ſet 
our SOVEREIGN high among his Vicegerents here 
below, not only placed Her, as Supreme, at the 
Head of the beſt Church and beſt Government in 


the World, but alſo, as Arbitreſs, over the Affairs 
of Europe; and having enabled Her to compleat | 
its Settlement by a © Peace, Safe, Honourable, and 


Advantageous ; and having above all clothed Her 
with Goodneſs equal to Her Greatneſs: Having, 
we ſay, thus made Her to be one of the truly 
greateſt Perſons on Earth, we cannot but believe, 


that She is his greateſt Care, and the peculiar Charge 


of his holy Angels. And may he continue this 
Charge to them concerning Her, to watch about 
Her path, when (he goeth forth and cometh in; and 

12 lieth down and riſeth up; yea, 
to bear Her up in their Hands above all the Difficul- 


ties of ſo great a Government; till in his time 


— 


(may that time be as diſtant from our days, as it 
& oy” 8 


(237 
is dreadful to our Thoughts) they conduct Her to 
a Throne above; when, as 4 faithful and wife Ser- Mat. 24. 
vant, whom her Lord hath made Ruler over his Hoaſ= 55 
hold to give them meat in dae ſeaſon; She having 
according to Her Commiſſion, fed them with apy. 38. 
faithful and true heart, and ruled them prudentlywith 72. 
all Her Power, ſhall enter into the joy of her Lord, 
to Reign with him for ever. Even ſo, Amen. 
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